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Greetings gardeners! I trust you’re well and have enjoyed a smooth        
transition into 2018. As we greet a new year , I am filled with hope for our 
organization and the path we will walk together this year. I am Kristin             
Bingham - your LMGA President for 2018, and I look forward to working 
with you to advance our mission of education and conservation in Lubbock 
and the surrounding area. I am humbled by your confidence and excited for 
the opportunities we have before us.  

I’m a Lubbock native, and I feel like I might have finally developed a good 
idea of what it takes to garden here – patience, preparation, and a backup 
plan! My husband Sean and I are have called this region home for the past 
thirteen years, and we are enjoying raising our two sons here - Jack (7) and 
Luke (1). We are both teachers – Sean’s at Smylie Wilson Middle School in 

Lubbock and I’m at South Plains College in Levelland. I teach a variety of biology courses, botany, and  
zoology. I also oversee operations of the Biology greenhouses and teaching garden, and am preparing to 
install a 1.5-acre demonstration farm at SPC to support our food programs in Levelland. Our family              
recently relocated to Hockley county, where we have a small farm just north of town. Here, we raise 
chickens, fainting goats and cut flowers. 

Now, if you’re anything like me, you’ve been biding your “winter rest,” combing through seed catalogs 
and rounding up tools that seem to have walked around the place. In this, my third year as a Lubbock 
Master Gardener, I can tell that my style of gardening has really evolved. I’m no longer sprinting to the 
big-box stores to buy annuals as soon as the first hint of spring appears; instead I’m watching the               
daffodils and tulips begin to break ground. I’m planning planting schedules that will carry harvests from 
June to October, and hopefully beyond. As I continue to work and plan for my own success, I look                 
forward to working with you as we promote gardening and the great work Lubbock Master Gardeners do 
here on the South Plains. We’re going to have a great year! 

 

 



 

 

                                                                                                         

 

   

  

  

     

February           
Calendar                

 

  

Tuesday,  2-13 

Master Gardener General Meeting                 
6:30 pm   Covenant Presbyterian Church                
Topic: Greenhouse Management          
Presenter: Jennifer Simek, TTU                 
Greenhouse Manager                                         
This program counts as 1 CEU.                                             

Saturday, 2-10                                                                            
Second Saturday at the Arboretum  

10:00 am                                                                            
Topic:  Weed Control                                                        
Presenter:  Dr. Peter Dotray                                         

 Angie Gregg is delighted to announce the 
arrival of her new granddaughter, Evelyn      
Faye Gregg, born on December 1st.                 
Congratulations to Angie and the Gregg              
family on this charming little addition. 

Thursday, 2-22               
Pruning Trees and Shrubs                               
Garden and Arts Center                                 
6:30—8:00                                                             
Presented by  Master Gardener Cecilia 
George as part of the Master’s Touch      
Program Series                                                  
This program counts as 1.5 CEU’s  

 

"The flowers of late               

winter and early spring 

occupy places in our 

hearts well out of               

proportion to their size." 

     Gertrude S. Wister 

                                                                 

Jana Scheef  sent this  
picture of a frostweed  
taken by her sister-in-law 
in the Hill Country.    

Frostweed ( verbesina 
virginica L. ).    

This plant lends stately, 
dark green leaves and 
white, autumn flowers to 
the dappled shade found 
at the edges of wood-

lands, where it can form  sizable colonies with 
its spreading rhizomes. The stems  have  soft, 
fleshy green flanges  running longitudinally 
down its length. When winter weather brings 
ice, the stems exude  water that freezes into 
fascinating shapes, hence its common name 
Frostweed. This plant is best suited for            
naturalizing rather than formal landscapes.  

Editor’s Note:  The above information is found at 
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?
id_plant=vevi3 It seems that it is suited to a moister 

environment than we can provide on the South 
Plains, but what an  interesting plant! ,  



     

 

On a bright sunny day in January, I visited Guadalupe             
National Park on route 62 south of Carlsbad, New Mexico. It 
was a surprise and delight to discover detailed plant identifi-
cation signs on the trails at the visitor center. The accessible 
trail from the Pine Springs Visitor Center to ruins of the mid-
1800’s Butterfield Stagecoach station offers great views of 
Guadalupe Peak and  El Capitan.  This picture  shows the 
highest mountain in Texas under a frame of Oak Mistletoe 
growing on the limbs on an oak. The semi-evergreen                  
parasitic mistletoe grows throughout the trans Pecos desert  
area, and seeds spread by birds germinate easily. 

The Texas Madrone tree is a relic of earlier times. Its range is 
from the Guadalupe Mountains south into Mexico and is 
limited to canyons and mountainsides where there are shad-
ows and moisture. It is easily recognized by its reddish-
brown bark that peels away in large sheets to expose a 
smooth lighter layer. The distinctive trunk gives the tree a 
common name of “Lady’s Leg” or “Naked Indian.” 

A short drive from the visitor center is the Frijole Ranch, 
built by early settlers in the 1880’s and occupied in the 
1920’s by gardeners who sold seasonal vegetables and fruit. 
These hardy gardeners harvested crops in the evening and 
drove through the night to deliver to customers in Van Horn 
at dawn. The property includes a springhouse, a school-
house, bunkhouse, and family house.  There are young fruit 
trees in   an attempt to restore the orchard.  

The park has over 80 miles of trails for all levels of difficulty, and I’ll go back to ex-
plore spring growth at Manzanita Springs and fall colors in McKittrick                   Can-
yon.  

Winter in the Park 
Article and photos by Betsey Heavener 

For visitor information on Guadalupe National Park 
go to:  https://www.nps.gov/gumo/index.htm 

 

 

 



 

From Our Winter Indoor Gardens 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda Slatton’s  aloe barbadensis 
blooming along with her Christmas 
poinsettia.  

Kimberly Copeland grew this              
hibiscus on her porch but it did not 
bloom all summer. She brought it in 
for the winter and irrigated it with 
the waste water from her                  
aquarium—and this was the result! 

 

I do not yet know why plants come out of 

the land or float in streams, or creep on 

rocks or roll from the sea. I am entranced by 

the mystery of them, and absorbed by their 

variety and kinds. Everywhere they are               

visible yet everywhere occult.  

 Liberty Hyde Bailey 

 

The Grapevine  is published monthly except   

December. Send articles and photos to Edi-

tor Cecilia George, cfgeorge64@gmail.com  

Articles should be in Word  with photos 

attached.  


