
The Grapevine 

The newsletter of the Lubbock County Master Gardeners Association                      

November 2018 
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Two Master Gardeners did very well at the South Plains Fair in September. Sally Doherty won 
a 1st place  ribbon for her Italian heirloom serpent gourd in the largest/most unusual  gourd 
category,  a second place ribbon for okra, and an honorable mention for her Tennessee      
dancing gourd in the ornamental gourd category.  Kimberly Copeland  won a third place       
ribbon in the antiques division for  her  1934 first edition Plant Propagation:  999 Questions 
Answered. She also won  3rd place for her canned cherry tomatoes, honorable mention for 
canned beets, and first place and Best of Fair for her canned asparagus.  

There is no landscape design division at the Fair, but if there were, Lilla Jones would be a    
winner. Her front yard xeriscape won “ Yard of the Month” from the UNIT Neighborhood      
Association in September.  Congratulations to everyone! 



Saturday, 11-3                                                 
Heart of Lubbock Community Garden  
  Fall Festival                                
2324 21st  Street    10:00-3:00                     

Master Gardeners will have an                   
information booth.  

There will be two -hour shifts, beginning at 
9:30 for set up and concluding by 3:30 for 
taking down the booth. Volunteers are 
needed. Please contact Eileen or Grady 
Cowart to volunteer.                                                              

Saturday, 11-10                             
Second Saturday at the Arboretum       
10:00 am                                                                  
Presenter:  Dr. Russ Wallace 

Topic:  High Tunnels for Horticultural 
Crops—Benefits and Pitfalls 

This  program counts as 1 CEU.                                       

Saturday, 11-10    

Irrigation  Tune-Up and Maintenance 

10:00—11:00    Free                                      

406 Municipal Drive                                        

Sponsored by Lubbock Water                

Department                       

This program counts as 1 CEU. 

Saturday, 11-3                                                     

Smartscape Maintenance and Pruning  

10:00—11:00    Free                                      

406 Municipal Drive                                        

Sponsored by Lubbock Water                

Department                       

This program counts as 1 CEU. 

   November   

    Calendar 

Tuesday, 11-6                                         

Master Gardener Banquet                        

6:00 pm  at  Abuelo’s                             

$20 ticket payable at the door 

Please RSVP by 10-30 to Clair Jones. 

Banquet replaces monthly meeting.  

Saturday, 11-17                                          

Special Master Gardener Program          

Getting Your Garden Out of the Ground:  

Raised Bed Vegetable Gardenig 

10:00-noon  Garden and Arts Center        

Presented by Dennis Howard                     

Fee: $10 at the door 

This program counts as 2 CEU’s.  

  
 



 

 

Division in the Garden  

Article and picture by Christina Reid, Lubbock County Agri-Life Extension Horticulture 

Agent 

As you are preparing to put the garden to bed for the winter, it is always a best practice to assess 
the overall health of your plants, and make plans for the next gardening year. While   completing your   
assessment, do you notice perennial plants with a hole or dead space in the middle and all the growth on 
the perimeter of the clump? Smaller than usual flowers or leaves? Sparse foliage at the plant base? Or 
just a plant that has become to big for its space? Do you need to add perennials to fill in your landscape 

or attract more pollinators to the garden? Would you 
like to share plants with a friend or loved one? If you 
answered “yes” to any of these questions, it’s time to 
divide your perennials! 

Perennials need division every so often to encourage 
vigor and continued performance. The general rule 
for when a perennial should be divided is opposite its 
flowering time. For example, a plant that flowers in 
the spring can be divided in the fall. Late October to 
early November is a good time to start dividing many 
types of perennials on the South Plains. Make sure 
temperatures are above freezing to allow for root 
establishment but  be sure the heat of the summer 
has broken. Water perennials well two days in        
advance of division. 

Start by digging a trench around the outside of the 
perennial clump and then gently lift the entire clump 
from the ground, saving as many roots as possible. 
Using a sharp, clean knife or spade begin cutting the 
clump up into smaller clumps about the size of your 
fist or a gallon sized perennial. Each section should 
have at least three healthy buds or shoots. Discard 
the older unproductive portions and the weak      
spindly portions and only keep the more vigorous 

sections. Remove any diseased parts and make clean cuts to any damaged roots. Be sure to sanitize your 
blades afterward! If you choose to plant your “new” perennials in your garden or landscape, prepare the 
new planting area by digging wide, shallow holes to accommodate the roots. Place the plant sections in 
their holes by spreading the roots out over the ground and cover them back up with compost and existing 
soil. The crown of the plant should be at the same depth as it was before dividing it. Planting too deep 
may delay or completely hinder flowering of some species. Water the plants and keep the soil moist for 
several weeks to encourage new root growth. If you choose to share, pot the “new” plants in a gallon 
container, label accordingly and water generously.   



 

Sally Doherty reports: 
  I recently applied and was approved as a leader/teacher for a Junior Master           
Gardener class! I will be taking the stu-
dents at my school through the middle 
school curriculum (level 2) and helping 
each   student become a certified Junior 
Master Gardener!   Hopefully by the end of 
this school year they will all have earned 
their certifications.  
 Once I get this class experience, I 
might like to open it up next school year 
for additional interested kids in our area.  

 Sally also hosts an annual “ Prickly 
Pear Jelly “ party for women in  her church. 
They get together and make jelly from 
prickly pear fruit—and seem to have a 
good time doing it!  

 

 

 
Sherlynn Foster  grew this beautiful 

John F. Kennedy Rose.  

Sheryl  Gonzales  was delighted to find 
multiple Monarch butterflies in her    
garden. There seem to be more of them 
passing through this year—a hopeful 
sign.  



Visit to Casa La Entereza 

Article and pictures by Cecilia George 

Ed George, left, Christina Reid  (center)and Cecilia George (not pictured)  braved the cold, rainy weather 
to meet Amarillo Master Gardeners at Casa La Entereza in Nazareth on October 6th.  Daryl Birkenfeld is 
on the right.  

Daryl Birkenfeld and wife Joann Starr built Casa La Entereza ( “House of Integrity) as both a 
2800 square foot home and an education center.  The  extra thick walls and passive solar 
construction mean that the entire house can be heated with one wood stove. In addition, 
solar panels provide 50%  of the electricity needed in the winter and 30% in the summer. 
Raised bed gardens are irrigated by  an underground cistern that holds  10,000 gallons of 
rainwater runoff and gray water.  Daryl Birkenfeld is the founder of Ogallala Commons, an 
organization that seeks to provide education and leadership to reinvigorate communities 

on the Great Plains. One of their projects 
is to provide internships for students 
who engage in various  projects in small 
towns across  the High Plains area.  Our 
president,  Kristen Bingham, was one of 
those  interns. When the Birkenfeldx    
retire, they will donate their land, home 
and classroom building to be an            
educational center for Ogallala           
Commons.  

https://ogallalacommons.org/ 



In my search for the most powerful  medicinal Aloe, I 
was delighted to find the Aloe barbadensis species. 
This succulent  rosette plant is a  member of Liliaceae 
family and is sometimes called Desert Lily. It blooms 
once a year with either yellow or orange blooms. I am 
so excited that mine is blooming so beautifully and am 
anxious to harvest the seeds. 

Compared to other species (the genus Aloe covers 
about 300 species), this one has much larger,            
succulent leaves. But  the downside is that  it does 
have much larger spines, which are very sharp, along 
the leaf margins . 

Aloe is not only used in cosmetics and medicine, but it 
can also be used as dietary supplement for maintain-

ing  weight and to help with  hair loss. Some of the most beneficial uses for this plant are as 
remedies for burns, bee stings, mosquito bites and ant bites. 

The origin of this plant is Madagascar, Southern and Tropical Africa, the Arabian Peninsula 
among others. 

I ordered the seeds from: TROPICA/Germany, 48163 Muenster.   

     Aloe Barbadensis                                               
 article and picture by Linda Slatton 

Easter Lily cactus with 9 blooms grown by Cecilia George 

The Grapevine is published monthly except January. 

Please submit articles and pictures to Cecilia George, 

Editor, at cfgeorge64@gmail.com  Articles should be  

in Word with pictures attached, not embedded in the      

article. If. you submit pictures from you phone, please 

identify yourself . 


